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Subjoot: Note Transmitted to Cuban Linistry of State
kogarding Frojected kxtension of Territory

The Honorable
The Socretary of State,
Viashington, v. C.

Sir:

I have tho honor to rafer to the Lepartment's
instruction No. 1431 of June 3, 1947, satting forth the
Departnont®s views on a proposed ausnément to the Cuban
Constitution which would extend the national territory
and whioh may imply an ifiatention to extend nationnl
olajus with respect to territorinl waters. This in-
struction embodied tho text of & note which it was
suggoated tho Hmbassy might delivor to the Cuban iiinis-
try of State. After amoliminery conversation between
an orfiger of the Fmbassy and ur. Nemesio LEDO, Chiof
of tho Folitical Sootion of the Kinistry of State,
which im oumarized in a mexrandwa attached herewith,
the noto was forwarded, the exnot text as furaishod by
thoe Dopartment being usod wvith the eaddition only ot an
introduotory and of a oclusing parograph.

It may be rounrkod thgt, like iz, Ledo, officials
of tho Mianistry of sgrioulture foel off-hand that tho
proposed amondment to the Vubon Constitution does not
affect Jurisdiotion over wators; but this intluantion
should not be conslidared an authorized opinion of the
Cuban Governuent. '

The Enbassy would bo interested to learan the
vepartment's views as Lo whethor, if wators ware to
prove not to bo affocted, tho figuro of two hundred
fathoms (roather than one hundrod fathous, as in Prosi-

‘dent Truman's prooclamation) with respect to subnarine

soll righta would appear objeotionable from our poiat

-of viow., Similarly, would the suncrican Govarmment

regord it as a matter of consequence that where our
proclanation assorts "Jjurisdiotion and control” the

proposed
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proposcd Cubon csonstitutionnl ouendnent incluacs submarine

solils within tho nationnl texritory?

The Lubassy will roport promptly rogarding any roply
the Cuban Govermasnt may furnish in this connaction.

Rempoctfully yours,
For the Chergd a'sffaires n.l.:

H, Baxtlott .Jells
Second Secretery of Imbanmy

Enclogure:
Founoranium of conversation betwsen an cfficer of

tho Embaesy and Dr. Nousslo Ledo of the ilinistry
of State.

850.8
HbJelle/hmp

Originai and hootograph
to Lbepartmont
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CONFIUBWTIAL MEORANIURL

Proposed Cuban Amondizent to Extend
National Territory

~y

I vigited ir. ledo, Chief of the Folitical Soction
of tho Cubon Ministry of Stato, this worning to dlsouss
the possible imtorpretation of a proposod awendmout to
gu:‘{a IL{I of tho Cuban Comstitution, regarding nutional

ritory.

srtiole IIXI, it awended, would road in translation
as follows:

"Tho territory of the hepublic is compomed of
the Island of Cuba, the Isle of Pinos, and the othar
adJecent islaendas and keys whlich, with them, were
under the sovereignty of Spain until the ratifion-
tion of the Treaty of Faris cn becembor 10, 1898,
and the insuler shel ei(plataromg inralares)

D)
(R4
+

I asked him whethier in his personal and informal
opinion the additionnl text implied that Cubauintonded
to extond its territorial woters to osvor all those whioch
lay abovo the insular shelves roferred to. IHe replied
thot the proposed text contained no msntiovn of wontars.

I thon asked hiix whether, in case we lnquired fore
molly regarding this question, a forual opinion in reply
might bo furnished. fe oxplained that in the first place,
the kxecutivo would be vory reluotant to furnish guch an
opinion without prior consultation with tho Leglslature
regarding the nottar, as tho qusstion was one which fell
largely within the ocoupeteunce of the leglislature. He
felt that it would not be possible to furnish an inter-
protation while the amendmant should rounin in the form
of & proposal, and that 1t would be neoecsory to awnit
the passege ot thos bill.

Sinoco we had certain consideratious to advance with
respect to the quenticn of territorial wators, a nd es-
pocially to risheries rights, I suggosted to him that
we might present our entire case. If the answor of the
Cuban Govarpmsnt, after gtudy of the uatter, were to be
that an extensicn of territcrial vaters was .0t contem-
pleted in the propesoda amondment, the questions walch
were of comcarn to us would do lorgely qualified (though
tharo would romain tho dairferenco between our amsartion
of jurisdiction and oontrol ovar tho subsolil within the
100 fatnhon limit, and theirs of nntlonal territorial

rights
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rights ovar the submoil out to the 200 fothoa lluit).

On the othor hond, if tho proposed amondumont should be
intended to affoot the waters abovo tho subsoil as woll
an tho subpoil iisoll, our mropontation would bo appli-
oable and might roceive tho Cuban Govormment's consliaer-
ation in ite ontiroty. ULr., ledo folt that this would
bo a suitable woy of handling the wnitor.

It is thorefore suggented that we presont tho note
of which the text haos been recoived from the Deportment
of Stato.

He Bo iie

Hliiolls/hmp
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